FRIENDS OF THE ARMY WOMEN’S MUSEUM
ASSOCIATION
QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT
1ST QUARTER OF 2018

From the President…
Hello Friends,

Board of Directors

Happy Spring, I don’t know about your location but we
are having a wintery spring in Virginia. It snowed the
first day of spring and we have more in the forecast. I
am ready to skip over spring and go straight to summer.
We have begun planning for our Army Women’s
Museum Grand Re-opening/Homecoming 2018. It
will be a memorable event you will not want to miss. A
three-day event with registration & hotel check-in
starting the evening of November 1, 2018. We want all
Soldiers, past and present to attend. Mark your
calendars and save the date of November 1-3, 2018. I
promise to keep you posted on all upcoming events.
Please consider becoming a donor, partner and
supporter by uniting with the Friends of The Army
Women’s Museum Association to make this celebration
a success. Please contact us via email or phone on how
you can help. All donations are tax deductible.
The Friends of the Army Women’s Association wish to
express our sincere thanks to our sustaining donors,
partners and friend for their continuous support to the
Army Women’s Museum.
I look forward to hearing from you and hope to see you
all in November. Until then, I will you love, peace, good
health and happy living.

Delinda Creal
FAWMA President
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In Memory Donations are a wonderful way to
honor a friend or family member and support
the U.S. Army Women's Museum!

“The Quarterly Progress Report” is
published four times a year to inform donors
about what the Association is doing to support
the U.S. Army Women’s Museum. No part of
the Report may be quoted, reproduced or used
in any form, or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, or by any information storage
and/or retrieval system, without our specific
permission.
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From our Museum Director…
Time seems to be going quickly right now on the museum renovation. The gallery re-design
has kept us plenty busy along with our museum programming. We completed the first three
galleries and are now working on the remaining two. We are also working on 5 videos that
are being created specifically for the new exhibits. We’ve had a lot of support from various
people who have helped edit the narrative.

We review every detail of the fabrication process to include display cases, diagrams for dioramas
and visitor activities.

Example of an
interactive
switchboard to test a
visitor’s skills at
connecting calls the
old fashioned way.

Example of a diorama
of a firing position on a
training range. The
photo on the left is
used as a reference to
create the scene that
will be in the exhibit.
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Each cabinet or vitrine is built specifically in
size and shape for every artifact being displayed
in the new galleries.
It is great to see the whole plan coming
together and we cannot wait to see what it
looks like when everything is put together.
Save the date for November 2, 2018 and come
share in our excitement!
Dr. Françoise Bonnell
AWM Director

Staff Changes
A fond farewell to Tracy Bradford, Education Director and Amanda Vtipil, Education Curator.
We will miss them and we wish them the best in their new jobs. Tracy has taken a position at
the National Museum of the US Army and Amanda has moved to the Valentine Museum in
Richmond, VA. We are thankful for everything they have both contributed to the museum’s
educational programs.

Tracy Bradford

Amanda Vtipil

SSG Mowbray

SSG Mowbray has been as busy as ever at the museum! Visitation has increased and he has
helped tremendously with museum programming. Photo on left shows him facilitating a
program with the Red Hat Ladies.
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Gallery Redesign
The museum has been inundated with help in preparation for our Gallery Re-design! A big thank
you to the Ordnance School for helping us accurately portray modern Explosive Ordnance Disposal
soldiers, and as always, thank you to those who donate their archival collections to the museum. We
couldn’t tell these stories without your help!

Ordnance soldiers from the Explosive
Ordnance Disposal course
demonstrate how to use a TALON
EOD robot in anticipation of a similar
scene being recreated in the new
gallery slated to open November 2018.

Items from the collection
of MSG Marie Kuzma
received by the museum in
February 2018. MSG
Kuzma enlisted in 1943 and
became the chief supervisor
and telephone operator for
the Sixth Service
Command. She was also
attached to the Signal
Corps unit stationed at
Chateau Frontenac during
the Quebec Conference
attended by President
Roosevelt and Prime
Minister Churchill during
World War II.
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Preserve the Legacy Campaign!
FAWMA's fundraising campaign in support of the museum
addition and has reached a new milestone as of the end of
March, 2018. While still short of our goal of $300,000, we
are excited to see that the thermometer continues to
show a steady upward trend. FAWMA has been fortunate
to receive some larger donations this quarter that
have allowed us to break the $100,000 mark. We only have a
few more months until the opening and we are optimistic we
will receive sufficient donations to take care of the museum
needs!
FAWMA has agreed to fund the new museum lighting that is
expected to cost $70,000. As you know, lighting plays a vital
role in any museum gallery. Properly lit exhibits are a major
aspect of ensuring our visitors can read the narratives
and appreciate finer points of the various artifacts. Also,
appropriate lighting is necessary to protect the
museum’s exhibited collection pieces, so we want to ensure
we help the museum buy the right system. We mentioned
last quarter that another focus of our fundraising has been
the life cast figures that will greet visitors as they enter the
galleries. The figures are created by making a mold of a
person who will be wearing period clothing from timeframes
of the 5 galleries – Origins of Service (1775-1914); World
Wars (1917-1945); Permanent Presence (1948-1978); Be All
You Can Be (1978-2001); and Post 9/11 (2001 to
present). The life casts will cost around $75,000 but will be
well worth the investment. Finally, in terms of needed
funds, FAWMA will have costs associated with various
reunion events for the Museum Grand Re-Opening in
November 2018. Please know that any amount you donate
is greatly appreciated and will make the new museum an even
better experience.
The benches in the Reflection Garden have proven to be
quite popular and are going fast. To date, 6 of the 10
benches have been sponsored. No individual or organization
has indicated a desire to sponsor the Women In War
panels. These will likely be postponed for a later fundraising
activity since we are focusing on lighting and the life cast
figures.
As a reminder, while the museum receives funding from the
Army, it also relies on FAWMA for support to fund certain
exhibits, hosted events for veterans and retirees, and other
day to day expenses. Help us Preserve the Legacy.
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Women’s History Month Celebration
Women’s History Month is an extraordinary time at the Army Women’s Museum—busy
but very rewarding! This year’s theme was “honoring women who fight all forms of
discrimination,” and the museum was excited to help celebrate these women at the Fort
Lee observance on 22 March 2018, where Hopewell Mayor Jackie Shornak spoke
passionately about how gender equality was the responsibility of both men and women.
She also stated that progress towards gender equality was really just a result of educating
the public about the capabilities of women, which is something we are very passionate
about here!
Students from James Madison University also helped the museum celebrate women who
fight discrimination, by researching and sharing the contributions of Army women who
served through all eras of the Women’s Army Corps. The purpose of their research was
to understand the barriers and women have faced and broken throughout the years.
They were able to see how some challenges for women have persisted well into the 21 st
century, but many others have been conquered!

Ordnance soldiers, wearing historic uniforms provided by the museum,
prepare to reenact the stories of Army women throughout the ages during the
Women’s History Month observance held at Fort Lee.
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Preserve the Legacy Campaign
Donations
January 1, 2018 – March 31, 2018
Sustaining Partners
$1,000 and Up Donors
MAJ (Ret) Betty Hinkson
CSM (Ret) Helen Johnston

Partners
$250 to $999 Donors
COL (Ret) Arlene G. Burbank
SSG (Ret) Patsy A. Hudson

Friends Indeed
$100 to $249 Donors
Col (Ret) Jeanne G Hamilton
Commonwealth of Virginia
BG Janice M. Haigler
Col (Ret) Robin and Cydnee Gentry
Terese (Terry) Yetzbacher
Emma K Neal
LTC (Ret) Lee C. Green
Mrs. Barbara B. Murray
SFC (Ret) Connie C. White
Mr. David Brandon
CPT Emma Garcia
LTC (Ret) Ann Mull
1SGT (Ret) Marion C. Crawford
MAJ (Ret) E. Joyce Miller
ODU Institute for Learning in
Retirement Acct
Diane M. Theiss
Sandra Warren Gray

Friends
$35 to $99 Donors
Robert Finney
Henry Lara Jr
Charles Bonnell
SGM (Ret) Judith Ann Jones
Ms. A. Warsheski
MSG (Ret) Tanya R. Whitney
Mrs. Phyllis Bayes
MSG (Ret) Vera J. Miller

Donors
1SG (Ret) Dixie L. Jensen
CW3 (Ret) Lorenza L Wysong
Ms. Frances Rawlins Craig-Pain
Amazon Smiles

JOIN OUR PARTNERS, FRIENDS, AND DONORS BY GIVING TODAY.
FILL OUT THE ATTACHED CARD OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE AT:

HTTP://WWW.ARMYWOMENSMUSEUM.ORG/DONATE.HTM
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